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was doubtless in the main a scheme on paper.
The independence of the parish clergy and the
difficulties of communication were facts as
stubborn as ever, and Lanfranc's machinery
can never have worked efficiently.

William was strong, and his archbishop
supported him, so that Papal claims, admitted
in principle, were not admitted in practice.
Appeals to Rome, free communication between
English ecclesiastics and Rome, were kept in
check; and what might have wrought a
cleavage of the Church, so weakening it and
strengthening the hold of Rome3 was effectually
prevented. York was made subordinate to
Canterbury, and in due time the king and the
successor of St. Augustine, working together,
were to be strong enough to overthrow the
mediaeval system. If York had been on a
parity with Canterbury there must have been
confusion of counsel and division of forces,
and the Pope might have held his own. Lan-
franc was unwittingly preparing for Cranmer.
At the time he and William had ncP thought
beyond that of strengthening each other.
The method adopted was that of deliberate
forgery. In 1072 Lanfranc produced what
purported to be copies of letters written by
Gregory the Great and his successors to the
early archbishops of Canterbury, conveying